
 

 

Hooter Gazette 
Larimer, PA 

This year’s Scouting for Food Drive took place over a two week period. On Saturday, 

April 11th flyers were distributed and collections took place the following week on 

April 18th. The members of T251 showed up in full force (16 Scouts, 11 adults and 2 

siblings) to cover our assigned areas of Larimer and North Irwin.  Finally, we had a 

year where the weather cooperated and didn’t blow the door hangers off! In addition 

to the door to door flyer delivery, several committee members took to social media 

to promote the food drive. In total 133 bags of food were collected which surpassed 

last year’s collection. It is interesting to note that this year’s bag count wasn’t only 

the door to door pick up in our territory. Originally the door to door bag count was 

119, the additional 14 bags came from people in the community contacting our adult 

leadership to pick up bags that were missed by other groups. We even received dona-

tions from Greensburg!!! Did you know that St. John’s United Church of Christ oper-

ates a food pantry? It does, and all the food items collected stayed right here at St. 

John’s!! 

Thanks to all who participated:  Andrew M,  Anthony, Austin P, Ben T, Blase, Brandon, 

Cameron, Carlin,  Christian,  Gavin, George K, George R,  Jake S, Kevin P,  Nicholas B,  

Spencer, Zane, Greta, Jordan,  Mr Alexander, Mr & Mrs Ballas, Mrs Brown, Mr & Mrs 

Guenzel,  Mrs Hathaway, Mr Koncerak, Mr Massari, Mr Peschock,  Mrs Spagnolli and 

Mr Whalen                                                                       Article and photos by Mrs. Spagnolli 

March - April 2015 

5/1 to 

5/3 

Fish & Fun 

Mammoth Park 

5/12 PLC Meeting 

5/15 to 

5/17 

Spring Camporee 

Camp Conestoga 

5/21 
Popcorn Award  

Pie Night 

5/28 Troop meeting 

6/9 PLC meeting 

6/11 Troop meeting 

6/25 Court of Honor 

7/5 to 

7/11 
Summer Camp 

7/23 Troop meeting 

8/16 Court of Honor 

8/28 & 

8/29 

End of Summer  

Celebration 

Scouting for Food 

For detailed info on upcom-

ing events,  consult the 

troop calendar at t251.org 

On the Horizon 

Were we collecting 

food or Scouts?! 



 

 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

On Thursday, May 21st the leaders of the troop will make themselves available to act as targets for 

whipped cream pies. Scouts that sold $300.00 or more in last year’s popcorn sale earned the right to ‘pie’ 

a leader. Scouts earning this award are Carlin, Ben T, Jake S., George R, Tim P,  Austin P, Kevin P, Cameron, 

Gavin, Jon L. George K, Skylar, Nick H, Anthony B and Christian.  This will be one meeting you don’t want 

to miss!!! 

On Saturday, March 7th from 10am to noon, 19 climbers with Troop 
251 had a great time in the Top-Ropes Area at The Climbing Wall in 
Pittsburgh, PA.   
 
The following Scouts participated in the event: 
Aaron M, Andrew M, Anthony B, Austin P, Brandon G, Cameron, Car-
lin,  Gavin, George K, Kevin P, Kyle H, Nicholas B, Will M 
 

Also participating:  Siblings: MacKensie W, Mikhayla P, Jonathan P     
Adults: Mr. Louch, Mr. Whalen, Mrs. Powell 
 
There were several other troop leaders and parents present to watch 

all the climbers take turns climbing to the top of the indoor rock walls 

or as high as they could make it on each turn.  It was interesting to 

watch Mr. Louch as he climbed in his work shoes, and successfully 

make it to the top of the wall.  On some of the more difficult walls, 

some of the scouts had some issues and others climbed to the top 

with absolutely no issues.  It was a great time for all in attendance, 

and all of the climbers left a little more tired than when they arrived.  

Article and photos by Mr. Peschock 

2 

Congratulations!! 
Congratulations to Jacob F, the latest  

member of our troop to join the ranks 

of Eagle Scout.  Jacob joined T251 in 2008.  His eagle 

project was the renovation of the large entrance sign at 

St John’s United Church of Christ . Jacob is the 5th Scout 

to reach Eagle under  Mr Peschock’s tenure as  

Scoutmaster and the 49th overall for the troop.  Jacob 

graduates from Norwin this May . I believe I speak for 

the entire troop in wishing him all the best in his future 

endeavors!  

 



 

 

Fugitive Tire Round-Up 
This annual program, hosted by West-
moreland Cleanways, recruits youth 
groups from Westmoreland County to 
collect tires that have been illegally 
dumped along fields, woods, streams, 
and roadsides and turn them in for 
proper disposal.  By collecting the ille-
gally dumped tires each youth group 
earns a reward that can be used to fur-
ther its own community projects. 
 
This year Susan Zummo Forney (EHS 
InfoLink) provided all of the scouts   
involved with an orange hat. The trailer 
was parked at Max Environmental and 
some of their crew assisted with loading 
the trailer. 
 
Tire Round-up Preparation (Saturday, 
April 18th ) 
Zane, Ben T, Nicholas B, Christian, 
Gavin, Austin P, Brandon G, Carlin 
Mrs. Peschock, Mrs. Brown, Mr. Louch, 
Mr. Alexander, Mr. Wolabaugh, Mr. 
Peschock 
 
In preparation for the actual Fugitive 
Tire Round-up, scouts and adults spent 
3 hours moving tires from the bottom of 
the ravine on McHaffry Hill to a location 
near the top of the hill for collection the 
next weekend.  At the end of the work 
party 108 tires had been moved from 
the bottom of the ravine to the top.   

Tire Round-up (Saturday, April 25th ) 
Austin P, George K, Mike E, Ben T, 
Gavin, Andrew M, Christian, Carlin,   
Jake S, Nicholas B, Anthony B 
Mrs. Peschock, Mrs. Spagnolli, Lloyd, 
Mr. Eckels, Mr. Massari, Mr. Alexander, 
Mr. Whalen, Mr. Hinterlang, Jordan S, 
Mikhayla P 
 
Tires were collected and loaded into 
trucks, and trailers to be delivered to 
our drop off location in Yukon, PA.  We 
gathered tires from McHaffry Hill,    
Masters Lane Extension, and several 
tires brought by our volunteers – all of 
the tires were loaded into trucks and 
trailers and delivered to Max Environ-
mental in Yukon, PA.  We countered our 
tires as they were loaded onto the trail-
er and representatives from West-
moreland Cleanways verified that Troop 
251 had delivered 260 tires.  Pack 293 
and Girl Scout Troop 22062 were also 
collecting tires with Mr. Koncerak and 
Mrs. Brown – in the end they were 9 
tires short of their goal, and 9 of Troop 
251’s tires were moved to their group to 
help them out.  So in the end, Troop 251 
collected a total of 251 tires –            
interesting how that worked out! 
 
Great job to all of those in attendance!!! 
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Special Thanks to: 
 

Mr. Hinterlang for bringing the 

horse trailer 

 

 

 

 

AND to Lloyd from 

 

 

 

 
 

 

for providing the dump truck. 
 

These gentlemen helped haul the 

tires from the collection site to 

the drop off location. 



 

 

On Friday, April 10th Troop 251 took to the Norwin Senior High 
School Pool to complete our Red/White/Blue Swim Test and have 
some fun in the pool.  The swim test went really well as all that 
completed the test got Red/White or Red/White/Blue without any 
real problems.  It was an extremely successful test for all of our 
scouts and adults. 

 

Then it was time to have some fun in the pool.  Many of the scouts took on the adults and 
a few of the siblings in a water polo game.  The adults began strong and took an early lead 
in the game.  And in the end managed to hang on to get the win 13 to 8, disappointing the 
scouts and the life guard who had been rooting for the scouts the entire game.  It was a 
great time for all that played. 
 

Some of those that didn’t play in the game had some fun on the other side of the pool, 
retrieving rings and other objects from the bottom of the pool.  Others did some of the 
requirements for their swimming merit badge. 
 
Scouts in attendance were:  
Tim P, Ben P, Anthony B, Nicholas B, Jon L, Brandon G, Austin P, Zane, Vance, George R, Andrew 
M, Will, Ben T, Nicholas H, Gavin, Cody, Joe U, George K, Carlin , Spencer, Cameron, Mike E 
                                                                                                                            Article by Mr. Peschock          Photos by Mrs Peschock 
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H2O Zone 

Looking for a new Class B  shirt for camp?  You can use the link below to order the 2015 Conestoga Wicking Tee. 

http://www.sgtradingpost.com/sub_cat.php?sub_category_id=217   or call 800-338-2258 to order 

Name that Pennsylvania Park-  Answers 

 
#1 McConnell’s Mill    #2 Ricketts Glen 

#3 Cherry Hill   #4 Presque Isle 

#5 Ohio Pyle 

           Ricketts Glen 



 

 

 

    Saved by the Board 
 
For years, a non-descript length of 1x6 pine board rested 
quietly in the corner behind Mrs. Sudsina’s desk in the    
Scoutmaster’s office. Some may have noticed the writing 
on it. Most probably didn’t. On March 1 of this year, that 

board played a  major role in saving our Spring Court of Honor from flooding. 
 

March the 1st was an unusually warm day, following a series of days with temperatures well below freezing. The Spring Court 
of Honor ceremony was wrapping up when someone noticed water seeping in under the door of the gym at St. John’s.  
 

The snow on the roof was melting at a fast pace, and the drains were frozen solid. The water from the church roof ran like a 
waterfall over the frozen gutters, down onto the roof covering the gym entrance. From there, it cascaded over another    
frozen gutter onto the concrete below. Had the drain there not been frozen solid, the water would have been carried away. 
With nowhere to go, the water began to pool in front of the door, eventually running over the threshold into the gym. 
 

Scouts and Scoutmasters rushed to the rescue, devising creative ways to channel the water away from the door. The board 
was retrieved from the office, and placed on edge on the entrance roof, just below the curtain of water falling from above. 
Snow was packed behind it to hold it in place, and the board was slanted to direct the water to the side and onto the lawn, 
where it drained away harmlessly. The Scouts and Scoutmasters had saved the Court of Honor! 
 

The board? It was a receipt. Years ago, when Mr. Woleslagle bought the lumber used to build the shelving inside the troop 
trailer, his friend at the lumber yard wrote “Recv’d from …”, with all pertinent detail, on one of the boards. That receipt had 
been “filed” in the corner of the office ever since. 
                                                                                                                                                                       Article  by Mr. Fuller                                                                                           

 

5 

Chairman’s Corner 

Fundraising– the other ‘f’ word that seems to 

make people cringe. It seems that today every 

group requires some fundraising and it can     

become quite the chore. One thing to remember 

with our troop is that when we fundraise it  all 

benefits the boys. The annual popcorn sale is the 

only fundraiser that benefits the troop (and the 

boys). EVERY SINGLE OTHER ONE has 100% of 

the fund going to the boys ISAs to cover the costs 

of camps, dues, climbing walls, kayaking, etc…  So 

next time you see one of those emails from me, 

try not to cringe, instead remember that ‘A Scout 

is Thrifty’. We are just trying to provide            

opportunities for the boys to earn the funds for 

camps and save the parents from reaching for 

their checkbooks. 

                       -Mrs. Spagnolli, Committee Chair 

Spring Court of Honor- 
 

It seems a little crazy to call our most recent Court of Honor 

the Spring CoH, but since it’s held in March when spring 

starts that’s the name we’ll stick with. The threat of snow 

and ice didn’t stop 25 scouts and their families from attend-

ing the ceremony. Seven new scouts joined the troop with 

the rank of Scout: Aaron, Andrew M, Blase, Cody, Nicholas 

B, Spencer and Will. Andy C, Austin G, Carlin, Gavin, George, 

Mike and Tim all received rank advancements while Andy S, 

Anthony B, Brandon, Jake S and Mike earned merit badges. 

After the     presentation of awards and announcements, 

Troop Bugler, Carlin played a tune before  

singing Vespers to close the ceremony. After the ceremony 

everyone stayed and enjoyed lunch. The troop provided the 

chicken, committee members brought pulled pork, pasta, 

vegetables and beverages while the various patrols brought 

the side dishes and desserts.  

                   Photo by Mrs Koncerak 



 

 

Spring Election Results 

 
The most recent troop elections were 
scheduled to be held on March 5th, 
however Mother Nature had other 
ideas. Norwin ended up cancelling 
school that day due to frigid  
temperatures and icy road conditions 
that meant our troop meeting was also 
cancelled.  The following week        
everything proceeded as initially 
planned. The Scouts submitted their 
requests for positions then they all 
voted for a Senior Patrol Leader.  Then 
the individual patrols voted for the 
positions of patrol leader, assistant 
patrol leader and patrol scribe. Once 
the SPL was selected he sat with       
Mr. Peschock and Mr. Louch. Together 
they went through the youth          
leadership applications to put together 
this term’s youth leadership. 
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Senior Patrol Leader Brandon G Troop Librarian Tim P 

Asst Senior Patrol Leader Austin P  Troop Historian Gavin 

Asst Senior Patrol Leader Mike E Troop OA Representative Jon L 

Troop Quartermaster Jon L Chaplain– Aide Zane 

Troop Scribe Jake S Troop Buglers Cameron & Carlin 

Troop Guide Nick H Instructors Austin G & Vance 

Patrol Patrol Leader Asst. Patrol  Leader Patrol Scribe 

Dragons Kevin L Cameron Austin G 

No Names Zane  Austin P Jon L 

Duct Tape George R Tim P Vance 

Cyclones Christian Jake S Nick H 

Phoenix Ben T Joe Kevin P 

Vipers Anthony B Gavin Carlin 

Unknowns Nicholas B Andrew M Spencer 

Troop Positions 

Patrol Positions 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
 

The summer meeting schedule starts on Thursday, May 28th  Troop meetings will 

be held every other week and boys can wear Class B uniforms. 
 

May 28th–  Meeting  Jun 4th– NO meeting 

Jun 11th–    Meeting  Jun 18th– NO meeting 

Jun 25th–    Meeting (CoH)  Jul 2nd– NO meeting 

Jul 9th-      Summer Camp  Jul 16th– NO meeting 

Jul 23rd-      Meeting  Jul 30th– NO meeting 

Aug 6th-      Meeting  Aug 13th– NO meeting 

Aug 20th-    Meeting 

Aug 27th regular weekly meetings resume, Class A uniforms 
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On April 19, 2015, 12 scouts attended a Pittsburgh 
Pirates game at PNC Park. The scouts sat in a luxu-
ry box and enjoyed free hot dogs, fruit, vegeta-
bles, and soda.  They also enjoyed a fantastic view 
while they watched the Pirates win. This prize was 
earned by selling $400 in popcorn sales this past 
November. Those in attendance included: Jake S, 
Christian, George R., Carlin, Skyler, Jon L, Austin P, 
Anthony B, Cameron, Timmy, Ben T and Gavin. 
The adult leaders were: Mrs. Spagnolli, Mrs. 
Brown, and Mr. Louch.       
                                       
                                        Article by Gavin– Troop Historian 
       Photos by Mrs Spagnolli 

Think INSIDE the box!! 

Pregame football View from the box 

Wait! What?!?! 

Scouts got to try some exotic 

fruits, including mangoes, 

star fruit and kumquats!! 

New socks 

Pirogue Races 

Perfect ending to a  

perfect day 
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Write for the Hooter! 
 

Your editor cannot be everywhere that the Troop goes. Please send reports of events and activities to  cc@t251.org. Not only 

will it help keep everyone informed, it’s also a good opportunity to develop your writing skills! Articles from Scouts, Scouters 

and parents are all welcome! 

 
The Hooter Gazette is the newsletter of Boy Scout Troop 251, Larimer, PA, USA. Views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of Troop 251, The Boy Scouts of 

America, or of our Chartered Organization, St. John’s United Church of Christ. Questions or comments should be sent to the editor: hooter@t251.org. More information regarding 

 

Boy Scouts Help at Girl Scout Pinewood Derby 
 

Austin P, George K, Nick H and his brother Cub Scout Shane H helped with Cub Scout Pack 293’s Girl Scout  
Pinewood Derby at J.B.’s Bright Beginnings in North Huntingdon.  The Cub Scout pack runs a derby for Girl 
Scout’s every year as a fundraiser. 
 

These boys volunteered to help with registration and the handling of cars during the race.  Austin was featured 
in the photograph in the Norwin Star. 
 

Having a positive presence at Cub Scout events makes Cub Scouts comfortable with our troop – it makes them 
want to join us and for good reason.  Troop 251 has no “feeder” pack associated 
with St. John’s and it is important for us to build strong bridges from packs into our 
troop. 
 

Thank you boys for helping out and for setting a good example to the Cub Scouts. 
 
 

Don’t mothball your old pinewood derby cars just yet – word on the street is that 
Mr. Koncerak is forming a committee to run an “Open Class” Pinewood Derby as a 
fundraiser in 2016.  Stay tuned for more information and contact Mr. Koncerak if 
you are interested. 

 

Scoutmaster Minute … 
 
Over the past couple of month’s our troop has been busy with many things, we have logged many 
service hours during April and should be very proud of the community service that we have 
achieved. 
 
From Scouting for Food and the Fugitive Tire Round-up we have spent many weekends working 
hard to help our community.   
 
Service hours are an important part of our troop’s journey and each scout’s journey as well.  And 
we learn a lot from the things we do along our journeys through scouting and life. 
 
I’d like to thank all of the scouts, adult leaders, parents, and siblings that turn out when our troop is 
working on Service Projects.  It is greatly appreciated!  Thanks again for all the help.     
                                                              

                                                                                                                         Mr. Michael Peschock, Scoutmaster 

Service Hours 

    Photo by Mr Hornicak 


