
 

 

Hooter Gazette 
Larimer, PA 

Probably one of my favorite service projects is 

Scout Sunday. It is a chance for our Troop to join 

in fellowship with St. John’s United Church of  

Christ by participating in the worship services. It also enables us to show our  

appreciation for all the support the church gives us by providing breakfast to  

everyone afterward. This year the boys decided that they wanted to change up 

the menu a bit and cook omelets to order. At first the idea sounded like a recipe 

for disaster, but once Mr. Powell and Mrs. Spagnolli discussed the logistics of the 

new menu it was decided they would give it a try. 
 

Sunday morning began at  8:00 am with the boys reporting for duty. The boys did 

an outstanding job helping with the preparation of breakfast. This included setting 

up the room, cracking eggs, prepping all of the omelet fixings, making bacon,  

sausage and pancakes.  When the boys went upstairs for services, Mr. Powell and 

Jordan stayed in the kitchen to prepare coffee and set up the buffet line. 
 

Austin P. led the Color Guard in the beginning of the service with the assistance of 

Christian, Cameron, Kevin P., George K., Kevin L. and Tim.  Gavin, Brandon, Ben P. 

and Jake S. each read scripture during the service.  At the end of worship Rev. 

Scott Fuller (and the smell of pancakes and bacon) invited the congregation to join 

the Troop downstairs for breakfast. As people helped themselves to the buffet, 

the Scouts went table to table taking orders for omelets. A special shout out to 

Mr. Powell and Jake S. for their omelet cooking ‘egg’cellence.  Everyone in attend-

ance enjoyed the new menu! 
 

In addition to all the boys, we’d like to thank the following adults for their help in 

making Scout Sunday a big success: Mr. Alexander, Mr. & 

Mrs. Fuller, Mrs. Hathaway, Mr. Koncerak, Mr. Louch, Mr. 

Peschock, Mr. Powell, Mrs. Spagnolli and Mrs. Sudsina. 

January-February 2015 

Mar 1 Court of Honor 

Mar 1 
Summer Camp  

Deposits Due 

Mar 5 Troop Elections 

Mar 7 Climbing Wall 

Mar 10 PLC Meeting 

Mar 28 
Sarris Easter Candy 

Order Delivery 

Apr 2 
NO Troop Meeting 

Happy Easter!! 

Apr 10 Troop Swim 

Apr 11 
Scouting for Food 

Flyer Distribution 

Apr 14 PLC Meeting 

Apr 18 
Scout for Food 

Donation collections 

Apr 25 Fugitive Tire Round-Up 

Scout Sunday 

For detailed info on upcom-

ing events,  consult the 

troop calendar at t251.org 



 

 

WELCOME!!!!! 
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Troop 251 braved the weather again this year to go Snow Tubing at Seven Springs on Friday, February 27th.  As the temper-
atures dipped to a frigid 7 degrees Fahrenheit at Seven Springs, our brave scouts and their families slid and raced down 
the snow tubing trails.  To make sure that Troop 251 had a presence throughout the entire snow tubing area – several 
adults took chairs inside the Snow Tubing Lodge to make sure anybody from Troop 251 that entered would be greeted by 
familiar faces. 
 
I heard one of the sports besides snow tubing and racing that was taking place on the 
snow tubing trails was the recovery of one scout’s hat.  Yes, when a hat blows off that 
does not mean you stop or climb up to retrieve it.  Your fellow scouts coming down be-
hind you try to see which one of them can grab the hat as they follow you down.         
Apparently, we had the hat on the track multiple times, and everybody was having fun 
trying to retrieve the hat as they made subsequent trips down the slopes. 
 
In the end the Scouts left the snow tubing area with all of the gear they arrived with. (not 
sure if I can say the same for the adults). 
 
In attendance were:  
Snow-tubing: Austin P, Andrew M, Anthony B, Ben P, Cameron P, Carlin W, Christian A, Cody K, George K, Jake S, Jon L, 
Kevin P, Nicholas B, Tim P, Mr. Fuller (younger) and his 5 member snow-tubing crew, Carson P, Cecelia K, Jordan S,       
MacKenzie W, Mikhayla P, Vince B, Mr. Alexander, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Hathaway, Mr. Kelly, Mr. Koncerak, Mr. Massari,  
Mrs. Spagnolli and Mr. Whalen. 
 
Holding down the fort (inside) were:  Mrs. Fuller, Mr. Fuller, Mrs. Koncerak, Mrs. Lint, Mrs. Peschock, Mr. Peschock, and 
Mr. Powell. 
                                                                                                    Article by Mr. Peschock Photos by Mrs. Spagnolli 

We would like to welcome the following new members of Troop 251 
 

Scouts-  Spencer, Nicholas B., Blase, Cody, Andrew M., Will and Aaron.  

Assistant Scoutmasters-  Mr. Kelly, Mr. Massari and Mr. Muschar 

Committee Members-  Mr. Ballas, Mrs. Ballas, Mr. Guenzel and Mrs. Guenzel 

Seven Springs Snow Tubing Adventure 
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                                                Klondike Derby     
     On a cold Friday night, three brave scouts and two 

brave leaders camped at the Klondike Derby. Austin P., 

Mike E. and Gavin, Mr. Peschock and Mr. Louch.       

arrived late Friday night which made finding a campsite 

difficult. After completing the setup, it was off to the 

fire to warm up for a  few minutes before entering the 

tents for some sleep. Did I mention it was COLD? As the 

campers were enjoying a warm breakfast, George K., 

Ben P., Tim, Andy C., Nick, Christian, Zane and Vance arrived to join forces with them for the derby events.  
 

     The Scouts competed against other troops from the Bushy Run District and some other districts in six stations designed to 

demonstrate their scouting skills. They were followed to their destinations by Mr. Peschock, Mr. Louch and amateur reporter, Mr. 

Alexander. The first station they tried their hands at was sling shot and hatchet throwing. Not necessarily scouting events the 

boys may have had much practice with in the past but noteworthy was Vance and Gavin sticking the hatchet in the log target and 

Nick sticking it twice! I will be watching those three very closely from now on! Then it was off to first aid (not because of any   

mishap, it was the next station). It was probably the patrol’s favorite for the morning, simply because it was inside of a lodge. 

Here the boys took a first aid quiz, answered first aid scenario questions and finished with a two person carry relay race. The third 

station of the day involved lashing skills. The Scouts needs to lash four logs to two longer logs to make a ladder. After          

demonstrating fine lashing skills, several scouts quality tested it by placing it upright against a tree and ascending it. 
 

     After a busy morning, the patrol headed back to our campsite for lunch. An excellent meal of cornbread and elk chili was skill-

fully prepared by Mr. Powell and Mr. Varner. Elk was generously provided by Mr. Varner as well. After bellies were full and a few 

hundred snowballs were thrown and with the sun shining, it was time for the afternoon stations. The first afternoon stop was 

shelter building. Our patrol was rather large by Klondike Derby standards so the boys decided to break into two groups and build 

two shelters. Both shelters accommodated the number of boys in each group, but I think they would all agree that a little more 

time would be needed to make it overnight ready.  

     The last two stations lay ahead and the boys started to shine as well. Fire building was next and the patrol came prepared. The 

station was being run by Mr. Koncerak and Mr. Chenot. The boys were able to start the fire without using matches, they got a 

large flame but had to work hard to keep it going. After second and third efforts, the rope burning objective was met. The last 

point of emphasis at the station was ‘Leave no Trace’. The patrol achieved this by moving some of their burning debris to help the 

smaller patrol that had been walking around with us for the entire day. This was that troop’s first derby and they had four young 

scouts. Troop 251 truly showed Scout Spirit by helping them achieve the goal as well. The final station was team building where 

each patrol was presented with three exercises to complete and finish with every participant. The maximum allowed was eight 

per patrol. Our large contingency opted to split and add some of our  members to the smaller patrol from Connellsville to make 

the teams even. Obstacles were overcome, thinking was done and friendship was demonstrated. A job well done boys! 

     The final event as always was the sled race. The field was once again filled with about seventeen sleds and the scouts needed 

to pull each one. Our patrol did great finishing in second place.    Overall standings our troop placed second as well. The true 

achievement was first in Scout Spirit. 

Article and photos by Mr. Alexander 

 

Special thanks to Mr. Chenot and Mr. Koncerak for serving as judges 
for the fire building station our scouts designed for the event.  Also, 
thanks to Mr. Varner for hauling the trailer to and from the Klondike 
Derby. 



 

 

The following is an article that Mr. Koncerak wrote for the Westmoreland Cleanways – Tire Round Up Promotion  
 
 The Scouting Trail has taken our kids to a lot of strange and interesting places. But few have been more fun and 
none have been dirtier than collecting tires for Westmoreland Cleanways fugitive tire roundup.  We started five years ago 
and have pulled hundreds of tires out of the woods and into recycling programs. 
 We have involved Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Venture Crews.  Tiny first-grade boys, out-of-shape dads, 
grandpas with pickup trucks, friendly neighbors with quads and moms not afraid to get dirty all have shaped our posse from 
time to time.  There is something about the physical challenge of muscling bulky, filthy tires out of the woods.  I’ve seen 
young boys absolutely obsessed with the notion of pulling a single sunken tire out of a stream to the point that they attack 
their object with a shovel and pick for over an hour.   The feeling of accomplishment from a difficult job well done is easy to 
read on their fresh faces. 
 We have discovered a young copperhead snake inside one tire at Lions Park in North Huntingdon and a large hairy 
spider (that fell on a Girl Scout’s shoulder) at a massive tire pile south of Herminie.  Teenage boys have tied off with rappel-
ling ropes from guardrails and slid down serious inclines to pull tires from slopes along the Youghiogheny River.  We have 
found that even the smallest children can move tires out of the woods when two tikes carry one tire between them sus-
pended on a shovel. 
 Part of the beauty of the tire round up program is that it meshes perfectly with the outdoor aspects of Scouting.  
We have discovered numerous tire piles while geocaching.  We remember where they are and return in April to gather them 
up.  With before and after pictures it is easy to see the immediate improvements. This was made especially clear to us after 
pulling tires from a scenic waterfall at the While Oak Rod and Gun Club in North Huntingdon.   
 The program fosters in young people a genuine sense of stewardship for the natural world.  Importantly it is in their 
neighborhoods.  There is nothing wrong with wanting to save the rainforests – but rainforests are thousands of miles away.  
Caring for our woodlands here and now helps young people to make 
real connections to nature.  More streams and less screens are what  
our children need. 
 
The following groups participated in the 2014 tire round up–  
 
Boy Scout Troop 251, Girl Scout Troop 22062, Venture Crew 206 and 
Cub Scout Pack 293 
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Fugitive Tire Round Up 

Reminder- 
 

This years Tire Round Up will take 
place on  Saturday, April 25th  

 

Stay tuned for more details  



 

 

To not strike out in the New Year, Troop 251 went Cosmic Bowling at Norwin Bowling lanes on January 3rd.  We don't have 
many times during the year where all the families can get together for a evening of fun.  (Although, we would like to change 
that)  With the lights down low and the black lights on we all were a-glow.  It seemed to me everyone had a really good time 
and would be interested in doing something similar again. The ones that were in attendance were Mr. and Mrs. Peschock, 
Austin P, Mikhayla P, Mrs. Eckels, Mike E., Mrs. Spagnolli, Jake S, Jordan S., Mrs. Hathaway, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander, Chris-
tian A., Mrs. Powell, Ben P, Tim P., Mr. and Mrs. Koncerak, George K, Cecelia K., Mr. and Mrs. Hornicak, Nick H., Liz H., Shane 
H., Mrs. Urda, Joe U. Mr. Whalen, Carlin W., Mr. and Mrs. Louch, Gavin L.  (Please forgive me if I may have left anyone off.) 
Hopefully next time we can get even more to attend. For those of you that couldn't make it, sure missed a good time.  
 

                                                                                                                                             Article and Photos by Mrs. Peschock 

Cosmic Bowling 
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Chairman’s Corner 

I was not looking forward to completing the annual recharter process.  This was my first year 
going through it and I was very intimidated. Now that it is done I have to say I was pleasantly 
surprised, it wasn’t nearly as bad as I had anticipated. Yes there is a lot to do, but you all 
made my job much easier. Thank you to all the parents and scouts for their prompt replies 
and payments of fees. Thank you to all the leaders that kept their training up to date.  
 

This year the Troop earned gold status for the ‘Journey to Excellence’. If you are unfamiliar 
with JTE, it is the basic way the BSA measures and recognizes success of the Troop. Thirteen 
criteria are used, some of which are camping, patrol method, trained leadership, youth re-
tention and service projects. We achieved gold in seven categories and silver in three.  
 

I would also like to welcome the new scouts and their parents. Kudos to the new leaders for 
completing their Youth Protection Training and getting the paperwork to me in the short 
span of three days!  
 

For the second year in a row we had the same number of adult leaders sign up as new 
scouts! It is exciting to see you all take interest in helping to provide a quality program to the 
boys. I look forward to working with you all!! 
 

-Mrs. Spagnolli, Committee Chair 

Troop Swim– April 10th 

Norwin High School 

Get your swim test done 

BEFORE summer camp! 

SAVE THE DATE 

May 15th—17th 

T251 is hosting this 

year’s Spring Campo-

ree. We need everyone 

to make it the best 

camporee possible!! 
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Name that Pennsylvania Park 

Photos and descriptions courtesy of PA DCNR and Visit PA 
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Scoutmaster Minute  
 
 
 

Troop 251 has been blessed over the years with great scouts, wonderful leaders, and involved     

parents.   

 

Since arriving at Troop 251 I’ve been aware of this and have watched as Webelos II Scouts visit our 

troop with their parents.  I always find it interesting to watch as our scouts interact with the visitors, 

and treat them like they have been members for years.  It doesn’t matter if the visitors are at a troop 

meeting or attending an outing, like the Deadman’s Hollow Hike last fall.  Our scouts treat all who 

attend any troop activity as if they are part of the troop and belong from the moment they arrive.   

 

And thanks to our scouts, this year we have again been blessed with new scouts and adult leaders 

joining our troop.  We have added 7 new scouts from 3 different Cub Scout Packs. 

 

Please help me welcome the new scouts into Troop 251 ... 

     From Pack 252:  Blase G, Spencer B  

     From Pack 257: Will M 

     From Pack 293: Aaron M, Andrew M, Cody K, Nicholas B 
                                                                                                                                                 -Mr. Michael Peschock, Scoutmaster 

Welcome New Scouts 

Write for the Hooter! 
 

Your editor cannot be everywhere that the Troop goes. Please send reports of events and activities to  cc@t251.org. Not only 

will it help keep everyone informed, it’s also a good opportunity to develop your writing skills! Articles from Scouts, Scouters 

and parents are all welcome! 

 
The Hooter Gazette is the newsletter of Boy Scout Troop 251, Larimer, PA, USA. Views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of Troop 251, The Boy Scouts of 

America, or of our Chartered Organization, St. John’s United Church of Christ. Questions or comments should be sent to the editor: hooter@t251.org. More information regarding 

Troop 251 is available at the troop website: http://t251.org. All articles and photos are © 2015 Troop 251 BSA except where noted. All rights reserved. 

Be Prepared with Nixle 
 
Our Boy Scout motto is “be prepared”.  How would you like a free and technologically savvy way live up to that motto? 
 

Nixle is a free electronic-alert system used in North Huntingdon and surrounding communities to alert residents of dangerous 
weather  conditions, road closures, crime events, missing persons and more. You can receive email alerts or text messages.  
See www.nixle.com to sign up and for more information.  A related article appeared in the Sunday, January 4, 2015 Tribune-
Review:  Spreading Word of Crimes Challenges Police. 
 

Mr. Koncerak has used Nixle for years and it has been a great resource for him, even allowing him to call in to report spotting 
a missing person.                                                                                                                                                 Article by Ken Koncerak 


