
 

 

Hooter Gazette 
Larimer, PA 

As I began to piece together this latest edition of the Hooter Gazette, I was having 

a hard time deciding what should be the cover story.  Since I was feeling un-

inspired, I put aside the newsletter and decided to finish reviewing the recharter-

ing paperwork.  During my review, I looked at a recap given to me by  

Mr. Peschock and found my inspiration. 

 

 Did you know that Troop 251 participated in 27 days of service projects in 2014?  

And those service projects totaled over 1,300 hours volunteered time? I didn’t! 

Here is a sampling of what our Troop did in 2014: 

  Norwin Reality Tour– Drug Awareness Program 

  Scout Sunday 

  Scouting for Food 

  Pet Friends Rabies Clinic 

  Fugitive Tire Round Up 

  Memorial Day Parade 

  Bushy Run Day Camp 

  Summer Camp Service Project 

  Irwin’s 150th Anniversary Parade 

  St John’s Fundraising Dinner 

  NHT Parks & Recreation End of Summer Celebration 

  Bushy Run District Popcorn Distribution 

  Irwin Light Up Night Parade 

  Stockings for Soldiers 

  Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign 

 

Those 1,300 hours included time volunteered by our Scouts, Leaders, parents and 

siblings. That time is also above and beyond the time spent by our leadership in 

running the day to day operations of  the Troop, the meetings and activities. I am 

honored to be part of a group that gives so much of themselves for this Troop and 

the community! Kudos to you! 

                          Article by Mrs. Spagnolli  

November—December 2014 

Jan 1 
NO Meeting 

Happy New Year!! 

Jan 3 Cosmic Bowling 

Jan 16-

18 
Klondike Derby 

Jan 20 PLC Meeting 

Feb 8 Scout Sunday 

Feb  17 PLC Meeting 

Feb 27 Snow Tubing 

Feb 28 Troop Dues Due 

Mar 1 Court of Honor 

Mar 1 
Summer Camp  

Deposits Due 

Mar 7 Climbing Wall 

Apr 10 Troop Swim  

 

A Scout is  

For detailed info on upcom-

ing events,  consult the 

troop calendar at t251.org 
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Troop 251 monkeyed around Dead Man’s Hollow with the Webelos II from Packs 293 and 257 on Sunday, November 

9th, literally! While the group hiked, fellow Scouts Austin P. and Mike E. quickly went ahead and put their Scout skills to 

good use building an impressive monkey bridge. Both the younger Scouts and older boys (dads) tested both their bal-

ance and the strength of the bridge. All crossed successfully showing off great skills on both ends. The leaves weren’t 

the only thing falling that day. As with many hikes, sometimes you just lose your footing, proving another good reason 

to always Be Prepared. Mr. Peschock demonstrated some first aid skills while Gavin. L showed a Scout’s bravery while 

having a cut in his hand tended to. Austin P., Mike, Gavin, Anthony and Carlin did a fine job of representing the Troop to 

the four Webelos II’s. Five adult leaders, three parents, and three siblings also shared in the experience on the crisp and 

beautiful autumn day.                                                                                          Article by Mrs. Brown  Photos by Mr. Whalen 

Troop 251 Monkeys Around 

Same Day Different Hike….. 
While part of the troop ‘monkeyed’ around another group had different plans that day.. 

 

The sun hadn’t even come up on Sunday, November 9th when five scouts met to complete 

the 20 mile hike required for their merit badge. At 5:45 am Jake S., Justin, Zane, Vance and 

Brandon met Mr. Varner and Mrs. Spagnolli to depart for Rockwood, the starting point for 

their hike. The route that was chosen followed the Great Allegheny Passage trail from Rock-

wood to Confluence. This is a very scenic section of the trail, but it is also very remote. Once 

you started you had no choice but to finish. There were only three spots along the entire 20 

miles where the trail crossed a road, 4 miles from the start, somewhere near 14 miles and 

about 2 ½ miles from the end.  

The boys hit the trail a few minutes after 7:00 am. The early part of the hike was relatively 

uneventful, our group seemed to be the only living things up so early. Approximately two 

hours in we spotted a buck chasing two doe through the woods. After that the trail went 

quiet again. All told by the end of the day we saw 3 deer, 3 dogs, 3 hikers and 1 bicyclist. 

Probably the most trying part of the entire hike was the Pinkerton Tunnel. Or more accu-

rately, the CLOSED Pinkerton tunnel. Even though you can easily see the other end of the 

tunnel tantalizingly close, the trail doesn't go through it. Instead, it takes about a two mile 

bypass around the mountain. Initially the thought to jump the fence was tempting, but 

better judgment ruled and the boys headed down the bypass. Admittedly hiking for 40 

minutes only to end up 800 feet from where you started was a bit rough. 

Surprisingly, the time flew by just as quickly as the miles. The boys kept themselves enter-

tained by kicking a stick for two miles, telling really bad jokes, playing the alphabet game (this covered topics from ani-

mals to trees and everything in between), talking about college choices and listening to life lessons by Mr. Varner. It 

took a total of 8 ½ hours to complete the hike. That time included breaks for water, food, blister treatment for Mrs. 

Spagnolli and even a nap for Zane!                                                                                      Article and photos by Mrs. Spagnolli 



 

 

PSU Merit Badge Day 

Fifteen Boy Scouts from our troop attended the 

2014 Merit Badge University held on November 

15th, 2014 and hosted by Troop 338 from the 

Laurel Highlands Council at the Penn State Greater 

Allegheny Campus, tripling the number that at-

tended it last year.  It was great to see so many of 

our Boy Scouts take advantage of the event that is 

held so close to us.  This was the 5th annual MBU 

that Troop 338 hosted and PSU students of Penn 

State Greater Allegheny’s THON, the largest stu-

dent run philanthropy in the world, and year long 

effort that raises funds and awareness for the 

fight against pediatric cancer volunteered their 

time to make this a great success. The purpose of 

this event is to provide Scouts an opportunity to 

earn merit badges outside of summer 

camp.  There were 23 different merit badges be-

ing offered like the Eagle required Citizenships, to 

specific trades like engineering and hobby badges 

like coin collecting and chess.  Not only was I 

proud to see so many of our scouts attending but 

proud to see many Boy Scouts attending from 

many troops.  Do not know what the totals were 

but it definitely was over a hundred.  Nick H, Jake 

S, Tim P, Ben P, Austin P, George R, Gavin L, Carlin 

W, Joe U, Cameron P, Kevin P, Andy Sk, Andy C, 

Andy Su, and Tyler F attended this event.  I hope 

to see more of our troop attend next year's event. 

 

Article and photo by Mr. Hornicak 
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Winter Court of Honor 
The most recent Court of Honor was held on Thursday, December 4th. Twenty one scouts and their families were in 

attendance to share in the achievements of their fellow Scouts and to share in cookies, coffee and hot cocoa. Three scouts 

received rank advancements; Anthony, Kevin P. and Jake S.  A total of 51 merit badges were awarded to twenty seven 

scouts; Christian, Anthony, Andy C., Mike, Jacob F., Tyler, Brandon, Nick, Skylar, George K., Kevin L.., Jon, Gavin, Cameron, 

Kevin P., John P., Austin P., Ben P., Jonathan P., Tim, George R.,  Andy Sk., Jake S., Andy Su., Ben T., Joe and Carlin. I have to 

give special mention to Carlin and Joe, their names inadvertently got cut off the bottom of the program when it was    

printed. Carlin earned the Coin Collecting, Collections and Finger Printing merit badges while Joe earned Finger Printing, 

Collections and  Coin Collecting. 
 

After the presentation of  advancements and merit badges– the popcorn  

prizes were awarded.  Scouts earned 17 certificates to throw a pie at a lead-

er, 14 earned  Luxury Box seats to a Pirate game,  10 mystery prizes were 

given, Jake S. won the Penguin tickets and  Carlin won the Steelers tickets. 
 

In keeping with the spirit of the season and the Scout law, the members of 

Troop 251 were very generous  in their donations to the Stockings for Sol-

diers campaign and to the Friends of Scouting  pledge drive.  District Execu-

tive, Dave Slusarick was present to talk about Friends of Scouting and the 

goal set for out Troop. I am happy to report that the Troop met that goal!             

   Article by Mrs. Spagnolli Photo by Mr. Hornicak 

 



 

 

Once again Troop 251 participated in the Irwin Light-up Night Parade and 
built a float for the event.  This year the scouts decided to do “Up on the 
Roof-Top” and designed a roof, with a chimney, and Santa’s legs sticking 
out of the chimney.   
 

We had some new people help out with our float construction this year, 
which was great to see.  We had four days (including a Thursday night) of 
construction with varying numbers of adults, scouts, siblings, and parents 
donating time, construction materials, and their talents to produce one of 
the best floats.   
 

This year’s parade was on Thursday, November 20th, and after adding the 
final touches in Irwin while waiting for the parade to start – we completed 
another excellent float.   
 

The scouts from our troop, a couple of cub scouts from Pack 293, several 
girl scouts from Troop 22062, and a few adult leaders from our troop rode 
the float through the parade route.  As the float went through Irwin there 
were many comments as those on the float through candy to the children 
of the community on the streets of Irwin.  Meanwhile several other adult 
leaders walked the parade route to keep the crowd from closing in around 
our float.   
 

Thank you to everybody that helped make this year’s Irwin Light-up Night 
Parade another successful adventure.                                                                                                                             
                                         Article by Mr. Peschock  Photos by Mrs. Spagnolli 

Special thanks to everyone that participated in the Adopt a 

Platoon  Stockings for Soldiers Campaign. Collections were 

taken at the Winter Court of Honor and then used to stuff 20 

stockings that shipped to our troops serving overseas. Thank 

you to Mrs. Hathaway for organizing the event and shipping 

out the care packages.  
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Float Construction & Irwin Light-Up Night Parade 

Editors Note: 
 

In the last edition there was an error in the article ‘The Results are In!!’ The  position of 

Troop Librarian was left  off the elected positions list. Congratulations to Tyler Funk for  

receiving this position.  



 

 

On the cold Saturday morning of November 22nd, four of our Scouts and two leaders set out for a survival camp outing. The 
outing was to allow the scouts the opportunity to work on their shelter building skills in a wooded setting and other skills 
such as fire building and teamwork.   However, the trip began with an unscheduled lesson on survival driving as the troop 
encountered black ice on the roads leading to their ultimate destination. Both vehicles managed to avoid becoming part of 
an accident that had just occurred on the road before them. Once through the area of imminent danger, the vehicles and 
scouts pulled off the road ahead. Once safely parked, Mr. Peschock checked on the passengers involved in the accident. Inju-
ries appeared minor and  first responders already on their way. The group then cautiously drove to their camping area.  Up-
on arrival Austin P., Mike and Cameron started working on the plan and construction of their shelter. Christian, Mr. Peschock 
and Mr. Alexander began setting up their tents.  
 

We had a guest Assistant Scoutmaster, Mr. Gallagher from Troop 39 who worked with the scouts on fire starting using fric-
tion methods. He was able to successfully start a fire with the bow and spindle, no small feat that I and every other scout can 
assure you. All scouts and leaders gave it a shot. Much smoke was seen but not any fire. Other fire starting tricks and meth-
ods were demonstrated, some successfully, others not so much. Once the campfire was going, the feasting began. With the 
weather and icy firewood, the dining got off to a late start. Eventually lunch, dinner and late night snacks were cooked and 
enjoyed in about a four hour span of time. The Mexican themed feast consisted of walking tacos for lunch, chicken enchilada 
stew for dinner and dessert burritos for snack. Stories and laughs were shared before turning in for the night. While  sitting 
at the fire, the sounds of coyotes were heard in the distance as well as the neighbors rooster. Some swear to have heard 
velociraptors. All slept through the night, but maybe not straight through.  The next morning the scouts worked on a bridge 
over the creek before breaking camp. The scouts did a fine job of practicing Leave No Trace by dispersing the shelter building 
materials back to the area and also covering the fire pit they made with the sod they saved.  

                                                                                                                                               Article and Photos by Mr. Alexander 

Survival Camp 
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Chairman’s Corner 

Former Troop 251 Committee Chair Chuck Fuller presents a Unit Volunteer of the 
Year Award to the troop's Scoutmaster, Michael Peschock, who was in attendance 
with his wife Pam Peschock. Chuck 
credits Mike with advancing the idea 
of a boy-led troop, and involving the 
Scouts in outings and adventures eve-
ry month. It was also mentioned that 
the Troop has grown substantially, 
and conducted new outreach events 
for Webelos, since Mike stepped up to 
assume the role of Scoutmaster. 

-Mrs. Spagnolli, Committee Chair 

https://www.facebook.com/ppeschock


 

 

Eight essentials for staying warm while cold-weather camping 

Scouter Steve Gleasman wears the “three W’s,” uses a sled to 

keep from carrying a heavy pack, and keeps his water bottle 

tucked inside his coat. These tricks and more are just some of 

the strategies leaders learn during the Northern Tier Okpik Cold 

Weather Leader Training held annually in January. 
 

Toes cold? Put on a hat. Your  body loses up to half of its 

total heat in 40-degree temperatures. So, when it’s below freez-

ing and you’re head is uncovered, you could be radiating more 

than three-fourths of your overall body heat from your head. 
 

Get off your rear end. If you’re sitting on a snow bank or  a 

cold rock, you’re conducting the heat from your body into the 

surface of the object beneath you. Often, Northern Tier cold-

weather campers stand and sit atop thin foam pads. 
 

Beware of frosty fuel. Pour ing fuel into a stove? Put on a 

pair of thick rubber gloves. If it’s sub-zero outside, so is the 

fuel (since it doesn’t freeze like water). Spill it on your hands 

and you will have instant frostbite. 
 

Baggy clothes are back in style—at least in the freezing-cold 

wilderness. Your body heats itself most efficiently when it’s 

enveloped in a layer of warm air. If your clothes are too tight, 

you’re strangling the cold right out of your body. Dressing in 

loose layers helps aid this convection layer of air. Tight clothes 

or too-tight boots can also restrict blood-flow. 
 

The three W’s: Every cold-weather camper needs to dress for the occasion. You’ll need a wicking layer 

(long underwear), a “warm” layer (fleece), and a “wind” layer (waterproof shell). 
 

Bundle up! It might be a phrase often heard from your  mother , but mom is r ight about this one. If 

you’re moving around outdoors in the cold and suddenly stop to eat lunch or take a break, put your warm-

er layers on—even if you’re not cold. This change in activity will cause your body heat to plummet. 

Preempt the cold with an extra layer. 
 

Fuel the fire. Feeling cold? Eat a snack. Staying warm is just like keeping a fire burning; every fire 

needs a steady supply of slow-burning fuel. Unlike a fire, your body will also need lots of water to help 

digest food and stay hydrated. 
 

Wet feet? Grab a bag—a bread bag, that is. The long plastic bag can stretch over your foot and serve as 

a liner between your sock and you.                                                                                 Article from Scouting Magazine 
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Save the Date! 
 

Attention all Leaders– Scoutmaster Specific training will be held on  Saturday, March 14th   

 

Troop 251 Hosts Spring Camporee– All hands on deck as we host this camporee May 15th—17th   

http://scoutingmagazine.org/?p=9262
http://scoutingmagazine.org/?p=9262
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Scoutmaster Minute  
 
 
As 2014 comes to an end we look back at all that we have done – our accomplishments, our short-comings – we try to 
determine what we have done well at, and what we need to do better at in the next year.   
 
In scouting we have the Journey to Excellence that they use for us to determine just how our year was based on the 
Scouting Program they are expecting us to provide.  And while there are a few things that we can definitely do better 
there are many things that we did really well.  We still need to make sure that we complete our training, continue to 
make a plan and work the plan, and have fun.   
 
We went on many great adventures during the year; camping, canoeing, hiking, and so many other activities.  I look 
forward to many new and exciting adventures in 2015. 
 
I would like to thank all of the scouts, adult leaders, and parents for a wonderful journey in 2014.   
                                                                                                                                                 -Mr. Michael Peschock, Scoutmaster 

Our Accomplishments 

Our Short Comings 

Write for the Hooter! 
 

Your editor cannot be everywhere that the Troop goes. Please send reports of events and activities to  cc@t251.org. Not only 

will it help keep everyone informed, it’s also a good opportunity to develop your writing skills! Articles from Scouts, Scouters 

and parents are all welcome! 

 
The Hooter Gazette is the newsletter of Boy Scout Troop 251, Larimer, PA, USA. Views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those of Troop 251, The Boy Scouts of 

America, or of our Chartered Organization, St. John’s United Church of Christ. Questions or comments should be sent to the editor: hooter@t251.org. More information regarding 

Troop 251 is available at the troop website: http://t251.org. All articles and photos are © 2014 Troop 251 BSA except where noted. All rights reserved. 

Urban Hike is Back 
After a one year hiatus, the Urban Hike was back on. On Saturday, 

December 27th,  Scouts, Leaders, parents and siblings spent a full 

day exploring the Oakland area of Pittsburgh. Scouts in attendance 

were Christian, Mike, Gavin, Johnny Pa., Austin P., Ben P., Tim, 

Jake S. as well as two visiting Webelo Scouts Blaze G and Spencer 

B.. Adult leaders included Mr. Alexander, Mr. Louch, Mr. B Gray, 

Mrs. Pawalk, Mr. Peschock, Mrs. Peschock and Mrs. Spagnolli. The 

day started at 11:00 am with a tour of the University of   

Pittsburgh’s Nationality Rooms. The group got to see many  

different rooms decorated for the holidays while learning about 

the countries those rooms represent. After the tour the group 

made their way over to another Oakland landmark for lunch– ‘The 

Original Hot Dog Shop’. The calories consumed at lunch were easi-

ly burned off when the group hiked to the Schenley Park ice rink  

where they skated from 4:00-6:30 pm.  

Article and Photos by Mrs. Spagnolli 


