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On the Horizon 

Article by Mr. Peschock 
 
On Saturday, November 9, we headed 
out to Butler, PA and the Hinterlang 
Farm. Upon arriving the scouts met 
Mr. Hinterlang and his son and were 
given a tour of the areas where we 
were to be spending the day and 
evening. After the tour; the survivor 
campers were given their scenario: 
During a day hike your group deter-
mines they will not be able to get back 
to the cars before darkness, so you 
decide to setup camp for the night. 
Build your shelters from anything that 
you have with you, or that you can find 
in the woods.   
 
While the survival campers were build-
ing their shelters, a second group of 
campers and the adult leaders went 
off to locate their own campsite. Usu-
ally the scouts plan their menu and 
handle the cooking duties, but for this 
trip the menu, shopping, and cooking 
were done by the adults. After a lunch 
of walking tacos, Mr. Chenot arrived to 
go through some survival skills with 
the scouts, including emergency fire 
starting and water purification. The 
scouts purified water from the lake – 
poured it through fabric from one zip-
lock bag into another zip-lock bag. 
Then they added some iodine and let 
it sit for at least 30 minutes. In the end 
Mr. Chenot and the scouts drank the 
purified lake water — which definitely 
looked and smelled a lot better after 
the purification. 
 
The survival campers then returned to 
their shelters, while the second group 
of campers completed an orienteering 

course as required for rank advance-
ments. 
 
Dinner was another success at show-
ing the scouts that there is more to eat 
on camping trips than hot dogs and 
spaghetti. The adults and alternative 
campers prepared a dinner of mush-
room round steak with baked pota-
toes, and a Fizzle Apple Cobbler for 
dessert.   
 
After stories around the campfire with 
the Hinterlangs, it was time for snacks 
around the fire. We all enjoyed dessert 
burritos — take your favorite fillings 
(apple pie filling, chocolate chips, pea-
nut butter, marshmallow, etc.) in a tor-
tilla, wrap in foil and place by the fire 
for a couple of minutes to heat every-
thing up.  
 
The survival campers then returned to 
their shelters for the night and the rest 
of the campers went into our tents for 
some much needed rest. The next 
morning after returning the campsites 
to their original states and making sure 
that we left no trace, we packed every-
thing up and returned to North Hun-
tingdon. 

Survival Camp 

Photo by 
Mr. Peschock 
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This month working on the Irwin Light-up Night Parade Float and the beginning of the Luminaria 
Sale reminds me about the amount of time we all dedicate to scouting. I would like to thank all of 
the people involved with our troop for all of the time and effort they put in to make sure that our out-
ings, activities, fundraisers, and everything else that we take part in always turn out to be great suc-
cesses.   
 
During the float building I made a comment or two about not building a float next year. I heard 
many comments prior to the parade from people walking past our float, comments from the crowds 
during the parade, and comments after the parade about how great our float looked. But then I heard 
from a parent from our troop about how wonderful the float looked and all the comments heard dur-
ing the parade, and I realize the float does sets us apart from other groups in the parade.  Special 
thanks to Mr. Eckels for pulling our float on short notice. 
 
The scouts in our troop are doing a wonderful job at telling us what they want to do and have been 
taking on more of the planning for things in our troop.  Keep up the great work guys.   
 
A special thanks to our troop’s adult leaders for all of your devoted time and assistance in making 
our troop’s program so great.  Thank you so much. 
 
And a special thanks to parents that step up when asked for help to make sure that our program con-
tinues to be successful.   
 
Without all of the assistance of the scouts, adult leaders, parents, and everybody else we would not 
have the great program that we have.  Thanks for all you do!  

                      - Mr. Michael Peschock, Scoutmaster 

Scoutmaster’s Minute ... Thanks for all you do!  

         
Article by Mr. Peschock 

 
Well, the first leg of Troop 251’s 
annual luminaria sale is com-
plete.  Nearly 1100 flyers were 
distributed Saturday morning, 
November 30th by scouts, sib-
lings, and adults from the troop. 
Flyers were distributed in Lar-
imer, North Irwin, Sheridan Ter-
race, and Shafton in hopes of 
meeting this year’s goal of 250 
units.  
 

The luminaria kits will be $6.00 
again this year and contain 4 
candles, 4 bags, & enough sand 
to keep the candles standing.   

 
 
A small but energetic group 
showed up to help distribute the 
flyers; Kyle, Nick H., Austin P., 
Vance, Zane, Mikhayla P., Mrs. 
Harris, Mr. Hornicak, Mr. Varner, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Peschock. Mr. 
Hornicak and sons deserve spe-
cial mention here for printing the 
flyers for us to distribute. 
 

If you were unable to make it on 
Saturday, do not worry! There 
will be plenty of opportunity on 
Saturday, December 14th for the 
kit building at Norwin Landscap-
ing, and again on Saturday, De-
cember 21st for the delivery! 

Luminaria Sale Flyers Have Flown! 

Austin P. and Nick H. en-
countered this Northern Wa-
ter Snake while preparing for 
November’s hike at DMH.  

Photo by Mr. Hornicak 
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The scouts and leaders of Troop 
251 rode (rowed?) our “boat” 
float through the Irwin business 
district during Irwin’s Light-Up 
Night parade on November 21st. 
 
This was the troop’s sixth Light-
Up Night float since 2008. Past 
floats included the Grinch, the 
Gift Box, the Gingerbread House, 
the Catapult Snowball Battle, and 
last year’s Santa’s Camp.  

Article by Mr. Chenot 
 
Some November days are great for spending an 
afternoon in the outdoors, while other November 
days are definitely better spent indoors.  Sunday, 
November 24 belonged to the latter category, but 
the sub-freezing temperatures, twenty mile-an-hour 
wind gusts, and blowing snow couldn’t deter four 
scouts (Ben P., Austin P., Skylar, and Andy C.) 
from spending the afternoon competing in a West-
ern Pennsylvania Orienteering Club meet at Pine 
Ridge Park near Blairsville, PA. 
   
The four scouts entered the meet as a single pa-
trol.  Troop 251 scouts have been known for com-
peting under some pretty creative patrol names, 
and the scouts maintained this tradition by calling 
themselves the “Scarface Snowy Owls.”  All of the 
Scarface Snowy Owls were experienced orienteers 
and were hoping to find some worthy competition 
at the meet.  There weren’t any other scouts com-
peting that day, so Mr. Peschock and Mr. Chenot 
agreed to enter the race to give the scouts some-
one to compete against.  Mr. Peschock was nurs-
ing a sore back, and Mr. Chenot was hobbled by a 
pulled hamstring, but the two leaders still hoped to 
give the scouts a run for their money.  Scouts and 
leaders equipped themselves with maps, com-
passes, and score cards and proceeded to the 
starting point of the nine-control orienteering 
course. 
 
The first leg of the course was a steep climb to the 
top of Pine Ridge that accounted for more than half 
of the orienteering course’s 85-meter climb.  The 

scouts surged out to an early lead, and by the time 
the leaders were halfway up the ridge, they had 
completely lost sight of the scouts.  The scouts 
were unable to maintain their quick pace, however, 
due to the cold air and snowy ground and soon 
both scouts and leaders were moving at a pace 
somewhere between a fast walk and a slow jog.  
Gradually, as the course headed back down the 
ridge, the longer-legged leaders began to catch up 
to the scouts.  The scouts and the leaders reached 
the eighth and ninth controls at virtually the same 
time, setting up a hotly contested final leg of the 
race. 
 
The last portion of the course was a 200-meter run 
to the finish line.  There were two routes available, 
a longer circular route on a paved park road and a 
shorter, but potentially difficult cross-country route 
that included two stream crossings. 
 
The scouts and the leaders both chose the cross-
country route, but the leaders, after studying their 
map, managed to identify easier stream crossings 
and had a relatively uninterrupted run to the finish.  
The scouts, meanwhile, tried to cross the first of 
the two streams where its banks were steep, and 
were slowed when they had to cross the stream 
single file on the trunk of a downed tree. 
 
As it turned out, the leaders completed the course 
three minutes and thirty-five seconds faster than 
the scouts.  But both leaders and scouts had a rea-
son to be proud after the race because they had 
the two fastest finishing times for the day!  

FootFoot--O in the SnowO in the Snow  

Irwin 
Light-Up 

Night 
2013 

Photo by Mrs. Spagnolli 
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Your editor cannot be everywhere that the troop goes. Please send reports of events and activi-
ties to hooter@t251.org. Not only will it help to keep everyone informed, it's also a good oppor-
tunity to develop your writing skills! Articles from Scouts, Scouters, and parents are all welcome!  

Write for the Hooter!  

The Hooter Gazette is the newsletter of Boy Scout Troop 251, Larimer, PA, USA. Views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
those of Troop 251, the Boy Scouts of America, or of our Chartered Organization, St. John’s United Church of Christ. Questions or com-
ments should be sent to the editor: hooter@t251.org.  More information regarding Troop 251 is available at the troop web site: 
http://t251.org . All articles and photos are © 2013 Troop 251 BSA except where noted. All rights reserved. 

November is always an “interesting” month for trying to fit in traditional scouting activities. With 
weekends taken up with float construction and luminaria flyer distribution, it’s hard to find time for 
things like camping and hiking. But somehow, our group of intrepid Scoutmasters managed to do 
just that, with not one, but two, camps running simultaneously up north, and an orienteering race out 
east.  
 
In another sense of the word “interesting”, I find it quite interesting that our leaders and our scouts 
turned in the two fastest finishing times in the Pine Ridge foot-O. Kudos to both teams!  
 
It’s time once again for the December ritual known as Rechartering, in which our Chartered Organi-
zation, St. John’s United Church of Christ, renews its charter with the Boy Scouts of America. Over 
the next few days and weeks you’ll be hearing more about rechartering and the monetary demands 
that it imposes. And while you have the checkbook out … 
 
At our upcoming, Court of Honor, we will once again be participating in Council’s “early” Friends of 
Scouting pledge program. The FOS program is a major source of funding for our Council, and the 
pledge program was very successful in our troop last year. To continue that success, I encourage 
each of you to pledge your financial support to the 2014 FOS program at our Winter Court of Honor. 
 

- Chuck Fuller, Committee Chair, Troop 251 BSA 

Chairman’s Corner 

Commentary by Mr. Chenot 
 
At the Pine Ridge Park orienteering meet this 
month, I happened to meet a scouter from another 
troop.  We struck up a conversation about Scout-
ing, as scouters will tend to do, and after discuss-
ing the usual topics, the scouter told me that I 
should consider myself lucky to belong to a troop 
that had scouts who were willing to participate in 
strenuous outdoor activities such as orienteering.  
  
I was struck by what my fellow scouter had told 
me, and it reminded me again that one of the main 
benefits of Scouting is that it encourages physical 
activity.  As technology becomes more and more 
pervasive in our society, staying physically active 
becomes more and more of a challenge.  Scouting 

helps young men to meet that challenge by provid-
ing them with the opportunity to take part in physi-
cal activities that are challenging and fun and that 
might even teach them a thing or two about being 
better leaders or better citizens. 
 
I was also reminded of how well Troop 251 pro-
vides our scouts with the opportunity for physical 
activity and how many of our scouts take ad-
vantage of that opportunity.  As a scout, every time 
you go on a hike, or take a canoe trip, or enter the 
summer camp triathlon, or run an orienteering 
race, or go Geocaching, you are taking part in one 
of Scouting’s most time-honored traditions and do-
ing something good for yourself at the same time.  
Keep up the good work! 

Active in Your Troop :: Physically Active 


