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For detailed info on 
upcoming events, 
consult the troop 

calendar at t251.org. 

Nov 
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scouts) 
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Flyers 
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Honor 

Dec 
10 

Norwin    
Reality Tour 

Dec 
14 

Luminaria 
Kits 

Dec 
21 

Luminaria 
Sale 

Dec 
27 

Urban     
Hike 

Summer 
2014 Northern 

Tier 

On the Horizon 
Notes from Summer Camp 

Monday—It rained. But that didn’t stop us from getting start-

ed on our Merit Badges! It did make it hard to start a fire, 

though. 
Tuesday—More rain. 
Wednesday—Rain again. Parents Night. We marched to the 

lake for OA Call-Outs, but lightning chased us back to camp 

before anyone could be tapped out.  

Thursday—It rained all day again today. 

Friday– Will it ever quit raining? 

Saturday—Rain. At least I’ll get dry socks today! 

Summer Camp 2013 will no 
doubt be remembered as one of 
the wettest in recent memory. 
The troop met at Camp Cones-
toga on Sunday afternoon, July 
7th, and set up camp at the Ca-
tawba site … in the rain. There 
were 23 scouts, plus Mr. Lang-
ford and Mr. A. Fuller. 

Camp will also be remembered for 
the bear that was spotted near the 
entrance road to Conestoga, and 
for the oranges that invaded the 
camp, courtesy of Mr. Langford. 
Inspired by the island-like state of 
the Catawba site, Mr. Alexander 
carved one of the oranges into 
Troop 251’s version of Wilson 
from the movie Castaway. 

Starting a fire in the heavy rain 
was tough enough, and keeping it 
going through the night proved to 
be even tougher, but Justin per-
servered. Not even a game of 
Capture the Flag or a round of 
Zombies could lure him away 
from his voluntary fire duty. 

Mr. Langford earned a patch for the lunch he cooked for the Pathfinder crew! 

Contributions by Mr. Hornicak 
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Article and photos by Mr. Chenot 
 
On Friday, July 5, eight scouts, including Vance, 
Jake S., Brandon, Zane, Andy C., Justin, Brad-
ley, and first-time ten-mile hiker Ben P. went on a 
ten-mile hike on the Glacier Ridge Trail, a 14-mile 
trail through Moraine State Park. The Glacier Ridge 
Trail is is part of the North Country National Scenic 
Trail. When completed, the North Country National 
Scenic Trial will be about 4,600 miles long and will 
pass through North Dakota, Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and New York. 
 
After starting their hike at the western end of the 
trail, the scouts discovered that the Glacier Ridge 
Trail passes through terrain that is very different 
relative to the numerous trails in the Laurel High-
lands that they had hiked in the past.  Instead of 
mountain ridges and stream valleys, the Glacier 
Ridge Trail followed the top of a prehistoric glacial 
moraine that consisted of small rolling hills.  Rolling 
hills have a way of adding up, though, and before 
they had hiked ten miles, the scouts had made a 
total vertical ascent of over 1400 feet. 
 
About two miles into the hike, the scouts saw an 
animal that they hadn’t previously seen on one of 
their hikes: a box turtle.  A few hundred yards far-
ther down the trail, the scouts had another interest-
ing, although less welcome, wildlife encounter 

when they strayed too close to a hornets’ nest.  All 
three leaders (Mr. Varner, Mr. Chenot, and first-
time ten-mile hiker Mrs. Spagnolli) were stung at 
least once, and several scouts were stung, too.  
After running a safe distance down the trail, the 
location of the hornet’s nest was entered into Mr. 
Chenot’s GPS, and, on the return trip, the scouts 
veered off the trail at this point and took an off-trail 
route to avoid a second run-in with the stinging in-
sects.  After returning to the trail, the scouts did a 
good turn by notifying other hikers of the location of 
the hornet’s nest. 
 

Other highlights of the trip included a pond with 
some loud bullfrogs, eating lunch on the shore of 
Lake Arthur, and an unusual wildflower that was 
later identified by Mrs. Spagnolli as Ghost Pipe.  
The distinguishing feature of ghost pipe is that the 
entire plant, leaves, stem, and all, is pale white. 

Hiking Glacier Ridge TrailHiking Glacier Ridge TrailHiking Glacier Ridge Trail   

Well, it is that time a year again … 
 
It is getting chilly, the leaves are changing colors, and our troop meetings start to see visiting We-
belos II scouts as they try to decide which troop they will be joining in spring.   
  
Remember as you see these scouts at up-coming troop meetings and activities to show them all the 
things that you have learned thus far in your scouting career.  That not only means to teach them 
some scout skills, but also the respect they deserve.   
  
Think back to when you were visiting troops and what it was that brought you to Troop 251.  And 
then try to help these young scouts make their decision by showing them the example that proves 
just how great our troop and scouts really are. 
 

                      - Mr. Michael Peschock, Scoutmaster 

Scoutmaster’s Minute ... … what brought you to Troop 251  
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Article by Messrs. Peschock and Powell 

Troop 251 returned to Gettysburg on this, the 
year of the 150th anniversary of the battle. On 
August 16th, as summer was drawing to a close, 
members of Troop 251 packed their gear and 
headed east. Ben P. ,Timmy, Nick, Christian, 
Jon, Chris, Austin P., Justin, Kyle, Trevor, Mr.  
Peschock, Mr. Alexander, Mr. Hornicak & Mr. 
Powell set up at Gettysburg campground for what 
would prove to be a fun, educational, and busy 
weekend.   

We arrived at the Gettysburg 
Campground on Friday evening, 
and after setting up our campsite 
we had a meeting to discuss our 
agenda for Saturday. Following 
our meeting with the entire group, 
SPL Austin P. and ASPL Justin 
met with the adult leadership and 
we finalized our plans. 
  
On Saturday morning, fueled by the official 
breakfast of Troop 251 (bacon and eggs), we left 
camp and headed to the Visitors’ Center. We 
took a couple of minutes to verify the agenda that 
we had put together and made a couple of ad-
justments on the advice of one of the park rang-
ers. The Gettysburg movie was interesting, and 
reminded everybody of what transpired in that 
quaint town in 1863. And the traditional Gettys-
burg experience, the Gettysburg Cyclorama de-
picting Pickett’s Charge, still grabs the visitors’ 
attention after all these years. 
  
From there we headed to Little Round Top for the 
first of our ranger programs. We hiked up to the 
top of the hill, where we listened to the rangers 
discuss the significance of Little Round Top in the 
battle. Afterwards, the scouts hiked down to Dev-
il’s Den for some climb time on the rocks, and a 
group photo.  
The next stop on our agenda was the National 

Cemetery. We took some time in the shade of the 
trees, eating lunch and resting for a few minutes. 
Then it was off to the cemetery for a tour. The 
ranger explained how the cemetery was estab-
lished, who was buried in the cemetery, and how 
union and confederate troops were identified. We 
learned about the layout of the graves and mark-
ers, and got to see the general location of Abra-
ham Lincoln’s famous Gettysburg Address. 
  
Then it was a short drive to Culp’s Hill for the last 

ranger program in our busy day. 
After finding parking for the vehi-
cles, we caught up with the rang-
er program already in progress. 
Here we participated in a very 
engaging description of the bat-
tle, with several of our scouts 
being asked to help demonstrate 
how the troops lined themselves 
up to defend the hill.  
  

Back at the campsite, Kyle prepared an excellent 
dinner of spaghetti with sausage. We were visited 
by our new neighbor in the campground, a gen-
tleman recently retired from the Navy, who ac-
cepted our offer of dinner and rewarded us with 
stories of scouting — with musical accompani-
ment. 

We finished Saturday and began Sunday with a 
haunted midnight tour of the Jenny Wade house, 
purported to be the most haunted place in PA 
and iamong the top 10 nationally. After the tour of 
the house we were led into the basement shortly 
before midnight, where a paranormalist explained 
some of the equipment that he uses in his craft.  

Back at the campsite, and the scouts turned in 
after a really long day. Mr. Hornicak made a com-
ment about the great weather and having a 
camping trip without rain. Predictably, the rain 
began to fall early Sunday morning and contin-
ued throughout the day. 

Gettysburg at 150 
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Summer Camp 
photos by  

Mr. Hornicak and 
Mr. C. Fuller 

Zane was going to win this year’s Triathlon on 
Parents Night at Summer Camp., and nothing — 
NOTHING — was going to stop him. 
 
He didn’t sign up for the Triathlon. He signed up 
for the Iron Man competition. He was, in fact, the 
only entrant from the entire camp, so they let him 
do the Triathlon as a one-man team. 
 
Things didn’t start out so well. Halfway across the 
pool, Zane the swimmer took on a large amount 
of water, which he had no choice but to swallow if 
he was going to continue the race. A little water 
wasn’t going to stop Zane. He exited the pool in 
fourth place. 

In the next event, it was Zane the runner, catch-
ing up to the pack. The pool water sloshing 
around in his stomach wasn’t helping any, and 
his body decided it would be easier to run without 
it. And so it got rid of it. Now, standing still for any 
length of time during a foot race is not a good 
thing, but the lost time wasn’t going to stop Zane. 
Rejuvenated, he soon caught up and passed the 
pack. 
 
Still very much in the race, Zane 
the canoeist made it look easy, 
finishing well ahead of the nearest 
contender and winning the Triath-
lon!  Way to go, Zane! 

A OneA OneA One---Scout Scout Scout Tour de ForceTour de ForceTour de Force   A OneA OneA One---Scout Scout Scout Tour de ForceTour de ForceTour de Force   
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Article and photos by Mr. Chenot 
 
The Allegheny Islands Wilderness Area is a se-
ries of seven river islands in fifty-six mile stretch 
of the Allegheny River in northwestern Pennsyl-
vania.  These islands have been designated as 
wilderness areas by the U. S. Forest Service be-
cause they have been relatively untouched by 
human activity and because they include good 
specimens of river-bottom trees, such as willows, 
sycamores, and silver maples. Land with the For-
est Service’s Wilderness Area designation is pro-
tected from development the same way that na-
tional park land is protected. 
 
On September 28 and 29, nine scouts (Vance, 
Andy S., Derek, Tim, Austin P., Brandon, Jus-
tin, Tyler, and Andy C.) took a 24-mile overnight 
canoe trip through the wilderness area. The first 
day’s trip started near the town of Blair and con-
sisted of a thirteen-mile float to the first day’s 
destination, Courson’s Island.  Along the way the 
scouts stopped on Crull’s Island and R. Thomp-
son Island to gather firewood and to eat a lunch 
prepared by Vance, who was the cook for the 
weekend. 
Early Saturday morning, the river was very cold, 

but the water warmed up quickly as the sun 
burned off the early morning fog. Once the water 
had warmed a bit, several scouts decided to try a 
little swimming beside their canoes. Two scouts 
took an unexpected swim when they took too 
wide a course around a bend in the river, struck a 
fallen tree trunk, and capsized. The capsized ca-
noe was emptied and righted with some help 
from Tim and Andy S., and the trip continued. 
 
A good bit of the gear in the overturned canoe 
was soaked, so when the scouts arrived at 

Courson’s Island, the first order of business was 
to hang clotheslines for drying out the wet cloth-
ing and sleeping bags as much as possible.  Af-
ter pitching their tents and building a campfire, 
the next order of business was supper, which 
was greatly appreciated by everyone after a 
day’s paddling.  The rest of the first day was de-
voted to exploring the island, which was covered 
with multi-trunked sycamores and silver maples 
(one silver maple near the campsite had nine 
trunks) and, once it was dark enough, playing 
Zombies.  Unfortunately, the undergrowth on the 
island was a little too thick for Zombies, so most 
scouts spent the last hours of the day sitting 
around the campfire. 
 
The next morning, condensation and some over-
night rain caused a common camping problem: 
wet tinder. Getting a fire going with wet leaves 
and wood shavings proved to be difficult. With 
the help of some dryer lint brought by Justin, 
however, a fire was eventually lit, and the scouts 
were able to get warm while eating their donuts 
and pop-tarts. 
 
The second day’s trip was an eleven-mile float 
from Courson’s Island to the takeout near West 
Hickory.  Shortly after leaving Courson’s Island, 
the scouts saw three bald eagles roosting in trees 
along the river.  The bald eagles were the high-
light of a number of bird sightings that included 
golden eagles, blue herons, and Canadian 
geese.  The scouts had another remarkable bird 
sighting on the second day’s trip: a line of five 
turkeys flying from one side of the river to the 
other at top speed.  The turkeys were flying so 
gracefully that, at first, everyone thought they 
must be eagles or, at the very least, turkey vul-
tures, but their coloration and their clumsy land-
ings showed their true identity. 

Allegheny Islands Overnighter 
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Mr. Hornicak Recognized 

Mr. Hornicak was presented with a Volunteer 
of the Year Award at the Bushy Run District 
Volunteer Recognition Dinner on October 
30th. Mr. Hornicak is with District Senior Exec-
utive Mr. Bryan, and Mr. Fuller. 

Photo by Mrs. Bratkowski 

When Bradley presented his idea for his Eagle service project, not everyone was as enthusiastic as 
he was. “It’s too big.” “It’s too difficult.” Bradley persevered, though, and convinced us that he could 
do it. With donated stone and some additional funding, his project to construct a decorative stone 
wall around a cluster of maple trees for the Elizabeth Township Historical Society was underway! 
 
The project is on the property on which the Historical Society is preserving a two-story log home, and 
will offer shaded seating for outdoor events. The intent was construct the wall to look as if it had been 
built in the same era as the log home.  
 
Bradley and his crew enjoyed a rare opportunity to 
learn from one of the best stone masons in the area. 
Mr. Howell, himself, of Howell Craft Inc., mentored the 
crew every step of the way. He taught them the tech-
niques of a floating footer, how to stack block, and how 
to cut and fit the facing stone. All of the stone, includ-
ing the cap stones, were cut on-site by the scouts, and 
fitted  into place by the project crew. 
 
When the project was finished, Mr. Howell affixed a 
plaque to a prominent section of the wall with Brad-
ley’s name, “Troop 251 Larimer, PA”, and the words 
“Eagle Project.” 

An 18th-Century Eagle Project 

On Sunday, October 27th, Troop 251 returned to one of 
our favorite haunts, Dead Man’s Hollow, for a hike 
along Table Rock Trail. They were joined on the trail by 
a few friends from Cub Pack 293, and Girl Scout Troop 
22062. 
 
One of the leaders posted himself at the bottom of the 
hill that leads up to Table Rock from the valley floor, 
while the other leaders and the scouts switch-backed 
their way up the hill. 
 
On the way back, the older scouts, wanting to sneak up 
behind the leader at the bottom, went off-trail and labo-
riously made their way down the hillside, while the oth-
ers stayed on the trail. Stealthily, the older scouts ap-
proached the dozing leader, being vary careful not to 
make any noise. Just as they were about to spring their 
attack ... the younger scouts emerged from the trail, 
alerting the sleeping leader. Foiled! 

251, 293 & 22062 at DMH 

Popcor
n! This year’s Popcorn Sale was a 

huge success, with sales reach-
ing a new high of $10,400! For 
their efforts, the scouts were 
rewarded with a 90% share of 
the troop’s profits!  Kudos to our 
Popcorn Kernel, Mrs. Spagnolli,  
and her sales force! 

Attention Webelos Leaders!  
 
It's important to find a troop that matches the per-

sonality and needs of the bridging scout. We invite you to 
bring your den to one of our upcoming meetings, so that the 
boys can see for themselves what Troop 251 is all about. If 
you are interested in visiting, please see the "Contact Us" 
page of our web site for more information.  
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Your editor cannot be everywhere that the troop goes. Please send reports of events and activi-
ties to hooter@t251.org. Not only will it help to keep everyone informed, it's also a good oppor-
tunity to develop your writing skills! Articles from Scouts, Scouters, and parents are all welcome!  

Write for the Hooter!  

The Hooter Gazette is the newsletter of Boy Scout Troop 251, Larimer, PA, USA. Views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
those of Troop 251, the Boy Scouts of America, or of our Chartered Organization, St. John’s United Church of Christ. Questions or com-
ments should be sent to the editor: hooter@t251.org.  More information regarding Troop 251 is available at the troop web site: 
http://t251.org . All articles and photos are © 2013 Troop 251 BSA except where noted. All rights reserved. 

The Hooter is back! In the midst of preparing the July issue, fluctuating voltage brought on by a 
summer storm fried the motherboard of BACH, my trusty computer. There’s a rhythm to the produc-
tion of a newsletter like the Hooter, and BACH’s untimely demise broke that rhythm. Other things 
quickly filled my days, and by the time I got all of the missing  bits and bytes stitched back together 
the best solution seemed to be a “Summer” issue. To those of you who look forward to your monthly 
dose of Hooterism, my apologies for the three-month hiatus. 
 
And a busy three months it has been! In this issue, you’ll find articles about hiking, canoeing, boat-
ing, and camping.. But there were other activities that there was just no room to report: our Fall 
Court of Honor, for example, and the first Norwin Reality Tour of the season. Yes, we sold popcorn. 
But we also sold hot dogs at the Busy Beaver in White Oak. As I said, it’s been a busy summer. 
 
Our leaders were out in full force this summer, helping the boys to execute their program plan. Only 
on one occasion did we struggle to find a second leader, and all worked out well for that event. My 
thanks go out to each and every one of you who took time out of your summer to ensure a success-
ful scouting program! 
 
This issue would not exist, except for the kindness and generosity of our troop leaders. Look for 
contributions from Mrs. Bratkowski, Mr. Chenot, Mr. Hornicak, Mr. Peschock, and Mr. Powell. 
  

- Chuck Fuller, Committee Chair, Troop 251 BSA 

Chairman’s Corner 

Article by Mr. Powell 
 
Over the weekend of October 11-12, members of 
Troop 251 descended on camp Conestoga for a 
“survival of the fittest”-themed Fall Camporee.  
Ben P., Timmy, Andy S., Tyler, George, Skylar, 
Ben T., Derrick, Andy S², along with Mr. Powell, 
tested their survival skills. The first test: surviving 
Friday night’s rain (or as it is more commonly 
known,  Conestoga dew). Spirits couldn’t be 
dampened and soon enough there was a fire a-
blazin’ and hot dogs a-roastin’.   
 
Saturday morning began with camp cook Ben T., 
along with his assistant Derrick, preparing scram-

bled eggs, bacon and hash browns.  It was then 
off to the challenges, which included fire building, 
cooking, shelter building, first aid and team build-
ing.   
 
In the final event of the day Ben P and Andy S 
represented Troop 251 in a Survival of the Fittest 
obstacle course race.  Our camp cooks then pre-
pared spaghetti and chicken noodle soup for din-
ner.  As the evening came to a close at the crack-
er barrel around a huge campfire, our young 
men, dubbed the Jolly Swagmen, placed third in 
the day’s activity. The weekend was rounded out 
as our campsite played host to a multi-troop 
game of Zombies. 

Survival of the FittestSurvival of the FittestSurvival of the Fittest   


