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Crossing the Eastern Continental Divide 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“You are here!” the sign said, with a big red ar-
row pointing to the top of the mountain. At 2,392 
feet above sea level, the Eastern Continental 
Divide marks the highest point on the Great Alle-
gheny Passage. It was a little after 11:00 AM on 
6/11 as Bradley, Kevin, Adam, and four of our 
leaders took a rest in the cool shade of the un-
derpass beneath Deal Road.  
 
The hiking day began at 8:00 AM at the Frost-
burg, MD, access on the southeastern side of the 
mountain. Our destination was Meyersdale, PA, 
17 miles away on the northwestern side. To get 
there, the boys would have to go 1.5 miles past 
the Meyersdale access and double back, in order 
to achieve the 20 miles required for the Hiking 
Merit Badge. 
 
The Frostburg access has a number of interest-
ing things to see, including a railroad turntable 
(right) used to reverse the direction of the engine 
at the end of the line. Between Frostburg and 

Meyersdale lay 17 miles of trail that varies from 
exciting to seemingly never-ending. But good 
company and the promise of seeing something 
new “just around the next bend” made the miles 
go by with ease. Just a couple of miles north of 
Frostburg, the first expected feature came into 
view. The Borden Tunnel provided a great place 
to rest and replenish before making our way up 
the mountain. Bicyclists along the trail warned us 
of rattlesnake sightings near the tunnel, but we 
saw only one 3-foot black rat snake … who ap-
parently didn’t like 
the vibration from a 
ringing cell phone! 
 
Nearing six miles, 
the hikers crossed 
the famed Mason-
Dixon line, the his-
toric boundary be-
tween Maryland and 
Pennsylvania. A little further on, at seven miles 
into our hike, the entrance to Big Savage Tunnel 
welcomed us into a cool, three thousand foot 
long tunnel. Another two miles, and the uphill 
portion of the hike was behind us as we came to 
the Eastern Continental Divide. After a hearty 
lunch at the Deal, PA, access, the hikers contin-
ued to Meyersdale where they snacked and re-
plenished in preparation for the remaining three 
miles of their 20-mile hike.  

Left: The Eastern Continental 
Divide Right: Entering Big Sav-
age Tunnel Far right: Ornamen-
tal ironwork of one of  the smaller 
bridges northwest of Deal, PA 



Troop 251 Hooter Gazette                                             2                                                            June, 2011 

http://www.t251.org 

Two Nights on Laurel Ridge 
Laurel Ridge Trail was the destination on the 
weekend of June 17-19, when six scouts and 
three leaders loaded up their packs and 
headed into heavily-wooded Laurel Hills State 
Park. Accessing the trail near mile marker 57, 
the  group set out on a three-day, 13-mile trek 
that would take them to mile 70, near the town 
of Seward, PA.  
 
Arriving at the trailhead as the sun was going 
down, the guys had  less than an hour to make 
their way to the Adirondack shelter about a 
mile distant. 

After a quick meal, it was sack time. Morning 
comes early in the mountains, and this Satur-
day morning was no exception. Adam, Jacob, 
Justin, Kevin, Sol, and Trevor  hit the trail at 
a brisk 3+ miles per hour, covering the first two 
miles in under 45 minutes. 
  
Tall ferns lined both sides of the trail, some-
times as far as the eye could see. Ground 
pine, not frequently seen in the lowlands, was 
also in abundance on the mountain. 

 
The trekking party made their way to the next 
set of shelters, arriving in mid-afternoon at a 
location near Johnstown. The dense forest 
gave the appearance of being much farther 
away from civilization. 
 
As much as everyone enjoyed being out in the 
fresh air, surrounded by nature, mile marker 
70 was a welcome sight on Sunday morning. 
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Staving a Comeback 

The scout stave is almost as much a part of the historic image of Scouting as is the uniform itself. 
Interestingly, the stave seems to have fallen out of favor with today’s scouts, replaced by lightweight 
telescopic anti-shock hiking poles made from space-age materials with hard-to-pronounce names 
(and even harder-to-swallow price tags!). The scouts of Troop 251 recently took a step back in time, 
and made their own staves from a lightweight fibrous composite of cellulose and lignin that goes by 
the simple name, “wood.” The boys burned hash marks into the staves at each of the first 12 inches, 
and at the next 4 feet, and drilled right-angle sighting holes and a utility hole into the head of the 
stave. Thirty feet of cord wrapped as a handle completed the symbolic “hiking tool” of Scouting. 
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Your editor cannot be everywhere that the troop goes. Please send reports of events and activi-
ties to hooter@t251.org. Not only will it help to keep everyone informed, it's also a good opportu-
nity to develop your writing skills! Articles from Scouts, Scouters, and parents are all welcome!  

Write for the Hooter!  

The Hooter Gazette is the newsletter of Boy Scout Troop 251, Larimer, PA, USA. Views and opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
those of Troop 251, the Boy Scouts of America, or of our Chartered Organization, St. John’s United Church of Christ. Questions or com-
ments should be sent to the editor: hooter@t251.org.  More information regarding Troop 251 is available at the troop web site: 
http://t251.org . All articles and photos are © 2011 Troop 251 BSA except where noted. All rights reserved. 

Our leaders deserve two pats on the back for this month’s activities. Thanks go to Mrs. Bratkowski 
for organizing the 20-mile hike; to Mrs. Fuller for driving the chase car (and catering lunch on the 
trail); and to Mr. Bratkowski for riding the “chase bicycle” … which came in handy more than once. 
Thanks also to Messrs. Astley, Flaherty, and Gillham for organizing the Laurel Ridge trek,  And let’s 
not forget to thank Mr. and Mrs. Peschock, Mr. Chenot, and Mr. R. Gray for their assistance with the 
scout stave project. Much appreciation is due, also, to those leaders who, at this writing, are at 
Camp Conestoga with the troop. More on Summer Camp in the next issue. 
 
A story from the Great Allegheny Passage: While taking lunch at the Deal access, we met a 
stranded bicyclist whose bike had broken and required parts that were not available on the trail. In 
the best of Scouting tradition, we offered what help we could. After enduring some amount of good-
natured ribbing from his friends about having to be rescued by the Boy Scouts, he accepted our of-
fer of a ride in our chase car. We provided transportation for him and his bike to the trail access at 
Rockwood, PA, 18 miles from our current location. He was very grateful for the assist, saying as he 
left, “The next time I have the opportunity, I’ll be sure to help someone who needs it.”  Hopefully he’ll 
be true to his word, and the next person will pass it along as well. 
 

- Chuck Fuller, Committee Chair, Troop 251 BSA 

Chairman’s Corner 

Watersheds and Continental Divides 

This month’s activities took us 
across a continental divide. But 
what, exactly, is a continental 
divide? 
 
A continental divide is a geologi-
cal feature, typically a mountain 
range, that separate two water-
sheds. 
 
Imagine rain falling high in the 
mountains. The accumulated 

water runs downhill, forming 
streams as it accumulates. If it’s 
on the western side, it will typi-
cally run down to a larger 
stream or river on the western 
side of the mountain. If it falls on 
the eastern side, it will eventu-
ally reach a body of water on 
the eastern side. In other words, 
the rain water is typically shed 
on the side of the mountain on 
which it falls. 

In our area the Allegheny moun-
tain range runs roughly north-
south. Water falling on the east-
ern side eventually drains into 
the Chesapeake Bay and the 
Atlantic Seaboard watershed. 
Water falling on the western 
side drains into the Ohio River 
Basin, which in turn drains into 
the Mississippi Drainage Area 
and on into the Gulf of Mexico. 
 

Do you dig Archaeology? 
 

Coming July 23rd & 24th 
a unique Troop 251  

experience! 
Watch your email for details. 

Read all about 

Summer Camp 
in the July  

edition of the 

Hooter Gazette! 

Plans are being made 

for a canoe/camp  

activity. 

 

Watch your email ! 


